COLEOPTERA                             191

are connate, a character which helps to separate this family
from the Anthicidce.

The majority of these insects are found in oak woods at high
elevation, where they live in decaying branches, as do presum-
ably the earlier stages. Occasionally in Europe they are found
on flowers or in dead hedges.

Pic has listed the species in the Berlin Catalogue.

There are three British species listed by Fowler.

ANTHICIDJE (Hylopliilidce, Pedilidce).
Small, many ant-like. Head with small neck, base of
prothorax narrower than elytra. Five free visible sternites.
Posterior coxae separate. Penultimate tarsal joint bilobed,
conspicuous. I
There are some 1,500 species contained in this family, many
of them are very widely distributed, the greater number
perhaps occurring in temperate countries.
They are all small and generally dull brown or black in
colour and many of them much resemble ants, both in shape
and their mode of running about.
The head is large, strongly constricted behind the eyes
and joined to the thorax by a short neck. The antennae are
filiform. The thorax is not as wide at its base as the elytra,
which in the majority of cases cover the abdomen, but in
some species leave the pygidium exposed. The first ventral
segment is much longer than the second. The legs are long
and slender with the penultimate tarsal joint bilobed and
plainly visible. The posterior coxae are separate.
The earlier stages af these beetles seem to be very little
known. The adults are usually found in the ground, often in
damp places by ponds, or in salt marshes ; some prefer sandy
places and others rubbish or manure heaps. During hot
weather many species may be seen on herbage, running about
in a manner which, together with their general appearance,
completes their resemblance to ants.
The family has been listed in the Berlin Catalogue by
Pic, and monographed in Gen. Ins. Ease. 8 (1902) by the
same author.